
Town of Westford 2012 Strategic Planning Retreat

Posters prepared by Westford Director of Land Use Management Angus Jennings wtih Christopher Glenn Hayes, MRP Candidate Cornell University
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In maintaining its GIS Data, the Town of Westford has made
every effort to ensure
the accuracy, currency and reliability of the content thereof
however, errors can occur.  It
is expressly understood and agreed that in producing this
information, the Town of Westford, its officials, agents, servants
and employees does not warrant or guarantee the information it
has provided, nor does it accept responsibility for any errors
contained therein.   In no event will the Town of Westford, its
officials, agents, servants and employees be deemed or held
obligated, liable, or accountable for any loss or damage incurred
or resulting from the use of the information provided.

TOWN OF WESTFORD

PUBLIC RECORD RESPONSE - DISCLAIMER

Pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 66, §10, the Town of
Westford hereby produces the following information: GIS DataDraft

Priority Development and
Preservation Base Map

495 / MetroWest
Development Compact

Permanently Protected

Limited Protection 

Open Space

Priority Areas
Significant Transportation &
Infrastructure Investments 

E conomic Devel opment
Encouraging Development 

in Commercial Centers
Developing a Public/Private 

Partnership Attracting High-Tech and Green Industry

 2   Establish an Economic Development Committee: On June 26, 2012 the Board 
of Selectmen will decide upon the draft charge for a new Economic 

Development Committee. This committee will include resident members. 
If you’re interested submit CAC to Town Manager’s Office.

 21  Streamline 
Permitting: 

The Land Use & 
Permitting offices are 
working with volunteers 
from the Village at 
Stone Ridge to create 
and implement a  Small 
Business Permitting 
Guide.

 55   Secure Incentives for 
High-Tech Industry: 

RedHat, a growing Fortune 
500 software company, is 
expanding, and is expected 
to create more than 180 
new jobs in Westford over 
the next 5 years. In 2011, 
Town Meeting approved Tax 
Increment Financing. This 
helped make Westford more 
attractive than a competing 
site in Silicon Valley, California, 
helping improve Westford’s 
position as  a home for high-
tech business.

 20  The Town has applied for a Growth 
District Initiative (GDI) designation, 

which facilitates State infrastructure investment 
and national marketing. The District includes 
high-tech business sites in Westford, Littleton, 
and Boxborough. Work done to secure this status, 
including studying streamlined permitting, 
coordinated zoning with neighboring towns, 
and build-out potential, could have additional 
positive economic development effects.

I-495 Priority 
Areas (Detail)

 20   
The town has 
taken a lead role 
in coordinating 
improvements to 
the Minot’s Corner 
intersection, 

LRTA bus service, ramps to I-495, and sidewalk 
projects in order to maximize public and private 
investments’ effects to move Rt. 110 toward the 
goal of being a multimodal, mixed-use center.

Draft Charge for Economic Development 
Committee
•	 Advise the BoS and other boards on issues 

concerning bylaws, policies, regulations, and 
zoning that foster commercial growth, strengthen 
the local economy, and are consistent with 
maintaining the character of our community

•	 Encourage business investment along Routes 110 
and 40, increasing the commercial tax base, while 
minimizing the impact on local services

•	 Identify changing economic trends and develop 
recommendations to maximize interest in our 
community & attract potential new businesses 

•	 Assist with generating local employment 
opportunities

•	 Advocate for state and federal grants, incentives, or 
improvement in regulations that help advance our 
economic priorities

•	 Promote Westford’s identity in the Greater Boston/
MetroWest/495/Merrimack Valley area

•	 Establish relationships & improve communication 
with local businesses; act as liaison for Town in the 
business community

•	 Represent our town  in the local chambers and 
other local business associations

•	 Make recommendations to streamline permitting, 
licensing, and other regulatory functions; help new 
business owners navigate our permitting process

 19   Designate Business Point of 
Contact:

The job description for the Director 
of Land Use Mgmt., hired in 2010, 
includes serving as the town’s 
primary contact with businesses 
locating or expanding in Westford.
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Disclaimer
The Town of Westford makes no warranty or representation as to the
accuracy, timeliness or completeness of any of the data.  The Town of

Westford shall have no liability for the data or lack thereof, or andy
decision made or action taken or not taken in reliance upon any of the

data.
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!(T Stations

MBTA Rail Line

Site Visit Route

Westford Growth District

Common District East

Village Overlay District West

Boxborough Gutierrez Site

Driving direction for site visits:
Westford Town Hall (55 Main Street)
1. Take right onto Main St toward Boston Rd

0.1 mi 
2. Turn left toward Boston Rd 

351 ft 
3. Continue straight onto Boston Rd 

1.3 mi 
4. Turn right onto MA-110 W/Littleton Rd
Red Hat will be on the left, after you pass  
Boch Honda on your right

1.4 mi 

Red Hat (314 Littleton Road)
1. Head west on MA-110 W / Littleton Rd 
Continue to follow MA-110 W

1.6 mi 
2. Turn right onto MA-119 W/Great Rd 
Continue over Route 495

0.5 mi 
3. Turn right onto Constitution Ave 

0.3 mi 

Constitution Avenue Littleton
1. Turn left onto MA-119 E/Great Rd 

0.5 mi 
2. Take the 2nd right onto King St 

0.8 mi 
3. Turn left onto Rogers St 

249 ft 
4. Continue onto Foster St 

0.4 mi 
5. Turn right to stay on Foster St 

1.3 mi 

Littleton MBTA Station (drive by only)
1. Head southwest on Foster St  

0.6 mi 
2. Turn left onto Taylor St 

0.3 mi 
3. Continue on Liberty Square Rd 

2.2 mi 
4. Turn right onto MA-111 N/ Mass Ave

2.4 mi 
5. Turn right onto Cunningham Rd 

0.1 mi 

Gutierrez Site (Cunningham Road)
off of Rt 111  end

Westford 
Solar

 90   93  Attract Green Industry, 
Reuse Rt. 40 Quarries:

Apr 2012: Westford Solar Park, the 
largest privately-owned ground-
mounted solar plant in New England, 
opened on the site of a former quarry. 
At full build, the Solar Park will provide 
4.5 megawatts per year of renewable 
energy with no negative infrastructure, 
traffic, or noise impacts.

The Energy Committee is working with 
the Director of Land Use Management 
to consider a new bylaw to encourage  
additional solar development.

Westford-Littleton-
Boxborough Growth District

 20  Encourage Commercial Investment along Rts. 110 & 40:
The Town has been coordinating with regional agencies to 

prioritize regionally-significant areas and projects in Westford. The 
identified community priorities will guide State infrastructure and 
open space preservation policy and funding.

The Westford Building, Planning, Zoning, Permitting and Conservation depart-
ments want local businesses to know about the services we provide to our 
Town’s businesses.  We are available to help you navigate the various services 
and permits your business may need.   

We invite you to take advantage of the Town’s new subscription service to re-
ceive information from Town Departments that relate to business operation and 
planning.  Here are they type of questions businesses have: 

 I’m updating my business sign with our new logo, do I need Town approval, 
and what is the process? 

 I want to stay up to date on work Town Hall is doing to help businesses.   

 I want to tell the Town about a service that I think the Town should provide. 

In order to receive periodic email updates, simply check out: 

 www.westfordma.gov/business 
Click the link at the top of the page entitled “Follow Westford Business News” 
and subscribe to updates via RSS feed, email updates or Twitter. 

Angus Jennings AICP, Director of Land Use Management 

EXPLORING TOWN HALL 

PUBLIC POLICY FOCUS:  SIGNS  
Three articles on the March 26, 
2011 Annual Town Meeting 
warrant relate to the Westford 
sign bylaw. The first article, 
prepared by a working group 
including the Westford Director 
of Land Use Management 
(DLUM) and several members 
of the League of Women's Vot-
ers, reorganizes the text of the 
existing sign bylaw.  This "policy 
neutral" proposal is intended to 
improve understanding and 
enforcement of the current 

bylaw for both businesses, 
non-commercial entities with 
signage, and town boards and 
staff to ensure consistent 
interpretation.  A second arti-
cle proposes several changes: 
switches sign permit authority 
from the Board of Selectmen 
to the Planning Board when a 
development project is in site 
plan review; clarifies rules 
about temporary signs; and 
prohibits exposed LED bulbs 
in new signs.  The third article 

encompasses both of the first 
two articles. 

The changes would apply to 
new sign permits, not existing 
signs.  After the Annual Town 
Meeting, the DLUM will con-
vene a Sign Bylaw working 
group to include both busi-
nesses and residents to review 
dimensions, lighting and al-
lowed number of signs.   

This is a very important issue for 
businesses. If you would like to 
get involved, or receive email 
updates, please email us: 

Town of  Westford  

WESTFORD BUSINESS 
CONNECTION 

WINTER 2010 -11 

 

Westford Annual Town Meeting 

Saturday, March 26, 2011  
10:00 a.m. at Abbot School Gymnasium, 25 Depot Street 

signbylaw@westfordma.gov 

1971 Westford business develop-
ment brochure, courtesy Ellen Harde 

Example of a Freestanding 
Ground Sign  

(not in Westford) 

2011 Business Mailer

Update and Clarify Sign Bylaw: Westford is 
currently in Phase II of clarifying and 
updating the language of the signs 
bylaw. Working group meeting Jun 
28. Get updates on the website:
www.westfordma.gov/signbylaw

Approved RedHat Expansion
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